
July 26, 2026
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Worship in the Fellowship Hall
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founded prior to 1721
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
Matthew 13:52 NRSV

1891 Donegal Springs Road, Mount Joy, PA 17552
telephone: 717.653.1943 • e-mail: churchoffice@donegalpc.org
www.donegalpc.org
ORDER OF SERVICE

PRELUDE	“Awaken the Dawn”	Stuart Garrard
“As the prelude begins, please observe a time of quietness in preparation for worship.”
Gathering in God’s Name
WELCOME
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP	Psalm 105:1-6
O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wonderful works. 
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually.
Remember the wonderful works he has done,
his miracles, and his judgements.
Amen
*HYMN	“How Lovely, Lord”	#402

1. How lovely, Lord, how lovely
is your abiding place;
my soul is longing, fainting,
to feast upon your grace.
The sparrow finds a shelter,
a place to build her nest,
and so your temple calls us
within its walls to rest.

2. In your blest courts to worship,
O God, a single day
is better than a thousand
if I from you should stray.
I'd rather keep the entrance
and claim you as my Lord
than revel in the riches
the ways of sin afford. 

3. A sun and shield forever
are you, O Lord Most High.
You shower us with blessings,
no good will you deny.
The saints your grace receiving,
from strength to strength shall go,
and from their life shall rivers
of blessing overflow. 

*CONFESSION & PARDON	Matthew 1:31-33
God of mystery, God of life, we imagine that we are capable of power and wisdom and goodness. We trust our own standards; we separate and categorize; we mark the performance of others.
We fail to trust your power, hidden in all things. We fail to watch for you, working out your purposes. Gracious God, hidden and manifest, transform our withered imaginations until we yield the judgements we trust to a love we cannot control.    Amen
(Silent Confession)
In Christ’s name we pray…
Amen.
*DECLARATION OF PARDON
*GLORY BE TO THE FATHER	#581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
	as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Proclaiming God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
LESSON FROM SCRIPTURE	   Romans 8:26-39	NRSV
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28 We know that all things work together for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SPECIAL MUSIC	“Pie Jesu”	G. Faure
		Allison Smith, flute
GOSPEL LESSON	Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52	NRSV
31He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
44‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
45‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
47‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON	“The Kingdom Comes”	Gabby Wiley
Responding to God’s Word
*HYMN	“God of the Fertile Fields”	#714

1. God of the fertile fields,
shaper of earth that yields
our daily bread;
forth from your bounteous hand
come gifts your love has planned,
that all in every land
be clothed and fed.

2. We would be stewards true,
holding in trust from you
all that you give;
help us in love to share,
teach us like you to care
for people everywhere,
that all may live.

3. As grows the hidden seed
to fruit that serves our need,
so your reign grows.
Let all our toil be used,
no gift of yours abused,
no humble task refused
your love bestows.

4. God of the countryside,
dear to the Christ, who died
to make us one;
we pledge our lives anew
in faithful love to you.
Guide all we say and do.
Your will be done.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Thy Kingdome Come,
Thy Will Be Done.
THE LORD’S PRAYER	(traditional “debts”)	hymnal p. 35
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE	“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”
Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord,
Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace.
GIVING OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY	“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”	arr. D. Dezort
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION	#606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him, above ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Sending in God’s Name
*HYMN	“O Love That Wilt Not let Me Go”	#833

1.Oh Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
 I give thee back the life I owe,
        that in thine ocean depths its flow
                                  may richer, fuller be.
    2. Oh Light that followest all my way,
      I yield my flickering torch to thee;
        my heart restores its borrowed ray,
         that in thy sunshine's blaze its day
           may brighter, fairer be.
      3. Oh Joy that seekest me through pain,
    I cannot close my heart to thee;
          I trace the rainbow through the rain,
    and feel the promise is not vain
                                 that morn shall tearless be.

4. Oh Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
                                I lay in dust life's glory dead,
          and from the ground there blossoms red
                                life that shall endless be.

*BENEDICTION
*EXTENSION OF PEACE
The peace of our Lord and Savior go with you all.
And also with you.
POSTLUDE	“Con Spirito”	Clementi
*All those who are able may stand.
Reflection for the Christian Life
	What comes to mind when you think of heaven? White robes, choirs of angels singing Handel’s Messiah in the background? Matthew 13 talks of heaven. How do you picture heaven?
Portions of the service are adapted from or reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion, copyright 2013 or by permission from Book of Common Worship, copyright 1993, Westminster/John Knox Press.  Scripture is taken by permission from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 or by permission from the Common English Bible, copyright 2011.  All rights reserved.  Music is licensed through One License #A-742009.
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A THOUGHTFUL WAY TO LEAVE A LEGACY 
  
Have you considered including the Church in your will? A planned gift costs nothing today yet can provide meaningful support for the Church’s mission for generations to come.

If you would like information on how to implement your giving in this way, please call our Stewardship Chair, Lisa Kuzdro, at (717)203-8830

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· TODAY Sunday, July 26th, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
· TODAY Sunday, July 26th, ONE SERVICE ~ Traditional Worship in the Fellowship Hall w/the Rev. Gabby Wiley Leading Worship, 10:00 a.m.
· TODAY Sunday, July 26th, DO North Country Mission Trip Returns
· Monday, July 27th, Pastor Matt Vacation (7/27 thru 8/3) 
· Monday, July 27th, DOT ~ Columbia Dream Center, Children’s Lunch Prep, 8:00 a.m.
· Wednesday, July 29th, Men’s Breakfast, Gus’s Keystone Restaurant, 7:00 a.m.
· Sunday, August 2nd, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
· Sunday, August 2nd, ONE SERVICE ~ Traditional Worship
in the Fellowship Hall with the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, Rev. Gabby Wiley leading Worship, 10:00 a.m.

Upcoming Events:

08/10/2026 Pastor Matt Vacation (8/11 thru 8/16)
08/22/2026 DOT - Servants Inc. Work Day
09/13/2026 Church Picnic / Rally Day
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Our summer worship schedule began Sunday June 7th (Heritage Sunday).

We will be observing ONE SERVICE through September 13th (Rally Sunday /Church Picnic).

There will be no children's Sunday school throughout the summer.

Below is the current summer schedule.

Sunday 07/26/2026	10:00 a.m. Service in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 08/02/2026	10:00 a.m. Service in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 08/09/2026	10:00 a.m. Service in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 08/16/2026	10:00 a.m. Service in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 09/23/2026	10:00 a.m. Service in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 09/30/2026	10:00 a.m. Service in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 09/06/2026	10:00 a.m. Service in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday 09/13/2026		10:00 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary
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